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SUBJECT: MTN AGRICULTURAL IMPASSE 
REF EC BRUSSELS 10135 

1. THE EC COMMITTEE OF PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVES (COREPER) 

MEETING OF NOV 13 DID NOT NOTABLY ADVANCE COMMUNITY DISCUSSION 
OF THE PROPOSED COMPROMISE OVER AGRICULTURE IN THE MTNS. 

2. ACCORDING TO A BRITISH PERM REP SOURCE, THE BELGIANS AND THE 
IRISH TODAY TOOK THE POSITION THAT THE COMPROMISE TEXT OF OCT 17 
COULD BE ACCEPTED IF (A) AN ENTRY WERE MADE IN THE COREPER 
MINUTES STATING THE EC'S UNDERSTANDING OF THE TEXT AND (B) THE 
COMMISSION, AT THE TIME IT INFORMED THE US THAT THE TEXT WAS 
ACCEPTED, INFORMED THE US OF THE EC INTERPRETATION THEREOF. 

HIJZEN RESPONDED THAT THIS WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY PROVOKE A COUNTER- 
INTERPRETATION BY THE US; HE ARGUED FOR SIMPLE ACCEPTANCE OF 

THE TEXT, UNACCOMPANIED BY SUCH ORAL INTERPRETATIONS. 
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3. THIS ISSUE WAS OVERSHADOWED, HOWEVER, BY CONTINUED FRENCH 
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STALLING. THE FRENCH SAID THEY HAD RECEIVED NO NEW INSTRUCTIONS. 
THEY ARGUED AGAINST ANY SENSE OF URGENCY IN THE INTRA-EC DIS- 
CUSSION OF THE COMPROMISE, SINCE IN THEIR VIEW THE DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN THE EC AND THE US ON THIS ISSUE WERE SO DEEP THAT THE 
COMPROMISE COULDN'T STICK FOR LONG. THEY WOUND UP SAYING THEY 
WOULD REPORT BACK TO PARIS, BUT COULDN'T POSSIBLY GIVE ANY 
FURTHER REACTION UNTIL THE COREPER MEETING OF NEXT WEEK (PRO- 
BABLY THURSDAY, NOV. 20). 

4. WHEN COREPER MEETS AGAIN, IT WILL CONSIDER THE TEXT OF A 
DRAFT ENTRY IN ITS MINUTES. (THIS ENTRY WILL, INTER ALIA, 

STATE THAT THE COMMUNITY DOES NOT AGREE TO IOING MEETINGS.) 

IT APPEARS THAT A MAJORITY OF MEMBER STATES MIGHT GO ALONG WITH 
SUCH A MINUTE. COREPER WILL ALSO CONTINUE DISCUSSION OF THE MORE 
CONTENTIOUS IRISH-BELGIAN SUGGESTION THAT THE COMMUNITY'S 
INTERPRETATION BE CONVEYED TO THE US. 

5. OUR BRITISH SOURCE THINKS IT IS NO COINCIDENCE THAT THE 
FRENCH ATTEMPTED TO POSTPONE ANY ACTION BY THE COMMISSION FOR 
A WEEK. THIS WOULD (A) PREVENT THE COMMISSION FROM SCORING 
POINTS BY DELIVERING A DEAL TO THE US WHEN GUNDELACH IS IN 
WASHINGTON ON NOVEMBER 18-19; (B) MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR FRANCE 
TO EMPHASIZE ITS IMPORTANCE BY DELIVERING A SETTLEMENT IN THE 
COURSE OF THIS WEEKEND'S ECONOMIC SUMMIT. 

6. ON THE OTHER HAND, OUR SOURCE NOTES THAT HIJZEN, DURING 
TODAY'S COREPER MEETING SAID THAT THE COMMISSION HAS ITS OWN 
AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS AREA. HIJZEN WENT ON TO 
NOTE THE LACK OF ANYTHING LIKE A MAJORITY OF MEMBER STATES 
OPPOSED TO THE COMMISSION'S PROPOSAL, AND SAID THAT MR. GUNDE- 
LACH WOULD HAVE TO MAKE HIS OWN DECISION ON WHAT TO DO. THIS 
STATEMENT SEEMS TO INDICATE THAT THE COMMISSION IS AT LEAST 
CONSIDERING TAKING ACTION ON ITS OWN ACCOUNT, DESPITE THE FRENCH 
POSTTTON.GR EF.NWAI .D 
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